JOHN MUIR CONFERENCE
APRIL 19-22, 1990
SPEAKERS' ROSTER
SESSION 1: THE BOTANIST AS EXPLORERffRAVELER
LEE CHRISTIANSON is Professor of Biological Sciences and Chair of the
Departtnent at the University of the Pacific. He teaches in the area of vertebrate
ecology and evolution and has a special interest in the winter ecology of small
manunals.
NANCY M. SLACK is a plant ecologist and botanical
historian. She is Professor ofBiology at Russell Sage College,
where she teaches ecology. plant geography, and history of
science. She holds two degrees from Cornell University and a
Ph.D. from the State University of New York, Albany. Her
ecological publications involve the vegetation of mountains
and bogs. Currently she is engaged in historical research on
California botany.
C. MICHAEL HALL currently is Senior Lecturer in Australian Tourism
Studies at the University of New England in Northern Rivers, New South Wales. A
specialist in geography with a Ph.D. from the University ofWestern Australia, he has
authored many articles and papers on Australasian natural history and resource
management.

SESSION 2: LITERARY IMAGERY
DON SCHEESE is completing his dissertation, "Jnhabitors of the Wild: Henry
Thoreau, John Muir, Aldo Leopold, & Edward Abbey," in American Studies from
the University of Iowa. He has published several articles on environmental history
and is co-editor of a forthcoming issue of North Dakota Quarterly on nature writing.
Currently he is a lecturer in English at Santa Clara University.
RICHARD FLECK holds a B.A. in French from Rutgers
and a Ph.D. in English from the University of New Mexico. He
has been Professor of English at the University of Wyoming
since 1965, and was anexchangeprofessoratOsaka University,
Japan, and at the State University of New York, Cortland. He
is author of Henry Thoreau and John Muir Amon~ the Indians
(1985), as well as numerous articles on Muir which have
appearedin.sima,PacificHjstorian, AmericanlndianOuarter).y, Research Studjes. and elsewhere.
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DON WEISS. A student of history with degrees from
the University of California at Santa Cruz and the University
of York, England, he is a professional travel writer and photographer with numerous published photo credits in the Sm
Francisco Examiner. The Boston Globe, The Toronto Star, and
many other newspapers and commercial publications. His
photographic shows on travels in Africa, Tibet and along the
John Muir Trail have been exhibited widely on both coasts.
Currently he is completing a philosophical guidebook to
hiking the John Muir Trail.

SESSION 3: SOUTH OF YOSEMITE
FREDERIC R. GUNSKY. Retired from the California State Department of
Education, he now edits Golden Notes. the journal of the Sacramento County
Historical Society. He has editedJohnMuir'sTheYosemite (1962ed.) and South of
Yosemite: Selected Writin~s of John Muir (1968; 2nd ed. 1988).
PAUL D. SHEATS. Professor of English Literature at
UCLA, he teaches courses in American nature writing and John
Muir. In 1985 he presented a paper on Muir's "glacial gospel"
at the second John Muir Conference held at UOP. His current
research deals with the literature of the romantic movement.
ELIZABETH W. POMEROY holds a Ph.D. in English
from UCLA and has written on literature and local history. She has taught at several
universities in Southern California, and served on the staff of the Huntington Library
for ten years. Currently she chairs the Pasadena Group of the Sierra Club.

SESSION 4: THE RELIGION OF WILDERNESS

MARK STOLL, a graduate of Rice University, is working on his doctorate at
the University of Texas at Austin. His proposed dissertation will investigate the
relationship between religion and the early American environmental movement.

SESSION 5: CONSERVATION ACTIVISM
STEPHEN P. SAYLES, a graduate of Chico State and the University of New
Mexico, has several books and articles on Southwest history. Currently he is working
on a biography of Will Green, northern California newspaper publisher, politician,
developer and reclamationist.
GILBERT WORKMAN, history instructor at Ca9ada College in Redwood
City, California, holds degrees from Yale and San Jose State. As a participant in
preparing the Yosemite General Management Plan, he is interested in researching the
current status of the Plan and its implementation.
STEPHEN R. MARK is Park Historian at Crater Lake
National Park. He holds a master's degree from Southern
Oregon State College and has written about national parks
and wilderness areas as part of post-graduate study at the
University of Western Australia. His recent work focuses on
the early wilderness areas in the Pacific Northwest and rustic
architecture in the region's parks.

SESSION 6: MUIR FAMILY & FRIENDS
LINDA MOON STUMPFF is ChiefInterpreter at John Muir National Historic
Site, Martinez. She holds a degree from the University of California, Berkeley, and
is working on a D.P.A. from USC. Currently she is researching Muir's role in resource preservation in theNational
Parks, and completing a land use study of the Martinez area.

ARTHUR EWART received his M .A. in history from
Sonoma State University. His interest in the religious underpinnings of American culture combined with ne~ly twenty
years of mountaineering in the Sierra led him naturally to the
study of Muir's ideas. His article on Muir's climbing ethics,
"Spiritual Sauntering," appeared in Sierra Ma~azine. He has
taught classes on Muir at Santa Rosa Junior College.

KEITH E. KENNEDY is an M.A. candidate in history
at California State University, Hayward. Anativeoflndiana,
his undergraduate business degree is from Indiana University.
An avid backpacker, he has been on numerous trips through
the Sierra, and has combined his history love and his outdoor
activities to form an enduring interest in Muir.

DENNIS WILLIAMS presently is a part-time instructor of history at Texas
Tech University. Having earned a B.A. from Southern Nazarene University and an
M.A. from Texas Tech, he will complete the requirements for a Ph.D. in environmental history with an interpretative biography of Muir.

Former head of the English Department at the University of Alaska, FRANK E. BUSKE is in retirement in Tucson
and a member of the Arizona Opera Company. His B.A. is
from Yale and Ph.D. from the University of California, Davis.
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He has edited Muir's Wilderness Essays and published several papers on Muir's
Alaska experience. A published poet and author of two song-cycle texts now out on
CD, he currently is working on an opera libretto suggested by the life of Jeanne Carr.

THURSDAY LUNCH
ROBERT ENGBERG and BRUCE MERRll.L are collaborating on a new
edition of Muir's Alaska publications, tentatively titled John Muir: l.&tters from
~. Engberg has degrees from the Univ. of Redlands and the Univ. of
Washington, and teaches American history at El Capitan High School in Lakeside,
California. He has edited two previous Muir books, one with Donald Wesling entitled
John Muir: To Yosemite and Beyond: the second, John Muir: Summerin~: in the
~ as well as the first, were published by the University of Wisconsin Press.
Merrill is an Alaska native with degrees from St. Olafand the University ofMinnesota.
In 1984 he completed a bibliographic project involving Muir's published books.
Currently he is librarian at the Anchorage Public Library.

1

1

SESSION 8: WILDERNESS PIITLOSOPHY
GEORGE SESSIONS holds degrees from Fresno State and the University of
Chicago, and is lecturer in philosophy at Sierra College in Rocklin, California. He
co-authored, with Bill Devall, DeS? Ecolo~:y, recognized as one of the leading
treatises in its field.
JAMES D. HEFFERNAN. Professor of Philosophy at
the University of the Pacific, he has a Ph.D. from Notre Dame
and specializes in the philosophy of science. His research and
publication fields include environmental ethics, artificial intelligence and philosophy of mind. An avid backpacker and
hiker, he has explored much of the Sierra Nevada.

THURSDAY RECEPTION AND DThTNER
TOM FlTZWATER, a native Californian, received is
M.A. in art from California State University, Long Beach. A
painter and sculptor in the classic tradition, his favorite subject
matter includes historical portraits and landscapes with
wildlife scenes. His work has been exhibited in galleries
throughout the State, and he is responsible for the bronze
lifesize statue of John Steinbeck at the Civic Center in Salinas.
He has worked over five years on the John Muir Triptych
model.

SEAN O 'GRADY is completing his Ph.D. in American Literature at the
University of California, Davis. His dissertation, "Pilgrims to one Wild," is a study
of the motif of pilgrimage in several American wilderness writers, including Henry
Thoreau, Clarence, King, John Muir and Mary Austin.

SESSION 9: THE USES OF GEOLOGY
GENE PEARSON. Professor and Chair of the Department of Geology and
Geography at the University of the Pacific, he holds a Ph.D. from the University of
Wyoming and teaches a variety of courses. His area of special interest is the geology
of central California.

SESSION 7: LOOKING EASTWARD: MUIR IN INDIANA AND THE
BERKSIITRES
MILLIE STANLEY has lived in the land of John Muir's youth-the town of
Buffalo, Marquette County, Wisconsin-for twenty years. A graduate of Stephens
College and the University oflowa, she has long been interested in the ecology of the
native landscape. In Wisconsin she has pursued Muir's regional roots and family
connections, and is the author of a forthcoming book on the subject.
EDMUND A. SCHOFIELD, trained in biology and ecology, studied lichen
physiological ecology in Antarctica and Alaska for a decade. In 1978, after two years
with the Sierra Club, he moved to Indianapolis and became intrigued by Muir's crucial
eighteen-month sojourn in that Midwestern city. Now back in his native New
England, he is tracing Henry Thoreau's pioneering work in ecology and supporting
the growing international campaign to protect Thoreau's beloved Walden Woods.
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J. PARKER HUBER explores inner and outer
landscapes with groups and individuals. A former professor
in humanities at Eastern Connecticut State University, he
pioneered teaching the literature of nature in combination with
the experience of nature, including personal and spiritual
growth. He is author of The Wildest Countzy: a Guide to
Thoreau's Maine (1981), and several articles.
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NEIL FAHY is a retired geologist. While attending the
University of California at Berkeley he worked as a naturalist
and guide in the Yosemite region and at Sequoia National
Park. He has published in the fields of geology, mineralogy,
and on the Klondike Gold Rush and J.D. Whitney, among
other topics. His Alaska Glaciers: a Guide for Cruise Pas~ will be released in the fall.
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DENNIS R. DEAN, a hwnanist who publishes regularly on the history of
geology (both British and American), holds a degree from Stanford and a Ph.D. from
the University of Wisconsin at Madison. While on sabbatical from Wisconsin's
Parkside campus, he is completing several projects dealing with the history of
seismology, and with the influence of geology upon literature.
SESSION 10: CONSERVATION RETROSPECTIVE
LARRY MERRIAM recently retired as Professor of Forest Resources at the
University of Minnesota. With a Ph.D. in forest management from Oregon State, he
taught courses in recreation land management and policy, focusing his research on
visitor use and perception of public wilderness and park areas. Author of nwnerous
technical articles, he co-authored the later editions of the textbook, Recreational Use
of Wildlands.
HAROLD WOOD. Deputy County Counsel for the County of Tulare since
1985, he received a J.D. degree from the University of Puget Sound after earning
degrees in science from the University of California, Davis, and the University of
Washington. An active Sierra Club volunteer, be was the leading advocate for the
new state law formally establishing "Jolm Muir Day" in California. He chairs the
Club's LeConte Memorial Committee which operates the LeConte Memorial Lodge
in Yosemite National Park, and serves as editor of the Club's International Action
~
BRUCE RICHARDSON, an Assistant Professor of
English at the University of Wyoming in Casper, teaches a
wide range of classes. A long-time resident of Los Angeles,
he has a Ph.D. from UCLA where he studied the art and
literature oflate 18th-century England, especially the work of
William Blake. Currently he is researching representations
of the Wyoming landscape, especially in Oregon Trail diaries
and writings and art about Yellowstone Park.
SESSION ll:HETCH HETCHY
RICHARD ORSI teaches history at California State University, Hayward, and
is editor of California Histozy. He holds a Ph.D. from the University of Wisconsin,
and recently co-authored a textbook, The Elusiye Eden: a New History of California.

the Ditch." Other research interests include the intellectual origins of the reclamation
movement and contemporary water use in the arid West.
PATRICIA ROBERTS. Holding a doctorate in Rhetoric from the University
of California, Berkeley, her dissertation examined the debate over the damming of
Hetch Hetchy Valley. Since 1988 she has taught American literature and rhetorical
theory at the University of North Carolina, Greensboro. In progress is a book-length
study of the Hetch Hetchy debate and its place in the development of American
attitudes toward nature and theories of persuasion.
SESSION 12: THE LITERARY LEGACY: JOHN MUIR AS WRITER
ERIC PAUL SHAFFER, graduate student at the University of California, Davis, will
receive his Ph.D. this June after completing his dissertation on the works of Lew
Welch. He has recently accepted a faculty position at the University of the Rykukyus
on Okinawa. In addition to academic work, he has published two books of poetry,
the most recent, Rattlesnake Rider. appearing in January of this year.
EDGAR M. CASTELLINI, a Ph.D. candidate and instructor in English at UC
Davis, brings to his studies of Muir a background in botany and natural science as
well as English studies. His dissertation, "Henry Thoreau's Philosophy of Language," has helped him understand Muir's art as a writer and "poet-naturalist"
MARK T. HOYER holds degrees from UC Davis and Western Washington
University, and is currently in the Ph.D. program in English at UC Davis, where he
is studying nature writing in American literature. This sununer in Yosemite's back
country, through UCSC's Sierra Institute, he will be teaching a course in nature
writing.
DALE METCALFE is in the Ph.D. program in English at UC Davis, where
she earned her M.A. Originally from Oklahoma, she is particularly interested in 19th
centjry novels by western American women, and in Native American literature.
DAVID ROBERTSON, Associate Professor of English at UC Davis, holds
two doctorates, one from UC Irvine in English, and one from Yale in Biblical Studies.
The Yosemite Association has published several of his books on Yosemite art and
literature.

DOROTHY ZEISLER-VRALSTED is Assistant Professor, History Department, University of Wisconsin, La Crosse where she teaches courses in environmental
history and public history. She received her Ph.D. from Washington State University
and is currently working on a manuscript, "Hot Kilowatts on the Line and Water in
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FRIDAY BANQUET
FREDERICK TURNER. A former professor who
has taught at Haverford College, Dartmouth, and UC San
Diego, among other institutions, he is now a free-lance
writer living in Santa Fe. Author of Rediscoverin~
America: John Muir in his Time and Ouxs. and ~
Geo~3Phy: the Western Spirit a~ajnst the Wilderness, he
has written extensively on aspects of American cultural
history, and has just completed a book on landscape and
literature in America. Entitled Spirit of Place, it was published in March of this year by Sierra Club Books.
SATURDAY FIELD TRIP
JOHN FISKE. A native of Coulterville and Greeley Hill, he is a retired
electrical engineer with a degree from UC Berkeley. After reading David Brower' s
Gentle Wil<lemess he was determined to explore and preserve Muir's first Sierra
campsites, especially the locations near his home along the North Fork of the Merced.
J. CURTIS KRAMER, Professor of Geology at the
University of the Pacific, teaches a broad diversity of courses,
specializing in field studies and California geology. He writes
geologic field guides and conducts field tours throughout
California. His Ph.D. is from the University of California,
Davis.
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